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Methodology

INSTRUMENT
 A telephone survey was conducted between May 14th and May 21st , 2010.

SCOPE
 The survey was completed with 600 Canadian adults (aged 18+) residing in the City of Ottawa.

RELIABILITY
 Using a randomly selected, representative sample, this survey is accurate to within +\- 4% 19 times out of 20.
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Sean Ryan; 2%

Mike Maguire; 1%

Jim Watson; 33%

Alex Cullen; 9%

Undecided; 32%

None of the above; 
20%

Jane Scharf; 2%

Other, 5%

Mayoral race is Watson’s to lose

 More than half of Ottawans are still undecided or waiting for somebody else.
 Watson supporters are more likely to be interested in municipal politics, living in area more than 30 years and 

own their home.
 Cullen supporters more likely to work part-time.

If a municipal election were held today in Ottawa, which of these declared 
mayoral candidates would you be most likely to support?

Base : n=600
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Larry O'Brien, 31%

Jim Watson, 53%

Alex Cullen, 16%

Watson still wins if the Mayor enters the race (as of May 21)

 Mayor O’Brien supporters more likely to be in 40-60K Household Income bracket – less likely to be interested in 
municipal politics.

If you were forced to choose between the following three individuals, 
who would make the best Mayor of Ottawa?

Base: excludes no answer (n=474)
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8%10%

26%

55%

Poor (1-5) Average (6-7) Excellent (8-10) I don't know

Mayor O’Brien given poor leadership rating

 Supporters more likely to be younger and have lower level education.
 Detractors more likely to have full-time jobs and university education.

On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being very poor and 10 being excellent, 
how would you rate Mayor Larry O'Brien in terms of leadership?

Base: n=600
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15%

31%

54%

I do not know

Mayor O'Brien was strong
in the face of unfair

charges and has emerged
as a stronger leader

The allegations and
spectacle leave Mayor

O'Brien's term tarnished
and his leadership status

weakened

Mayor’s  leadership reputation tarnished by trial 

The accusations, trial and acquittal of Mayor Larry O'Brien made headlines over 
the past several years. Which statement best reflects your opinion?

Base: n=600
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City council did not perform well this term

 Detractors more likely to be long time residents, older, men.

On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being very poor and 10 being excellent, how 
would you rate the performance of Ottawa City Council this term?

Base: n=600

65%

24%

5% 6%

Poor (1-5) Average (6-7) Excellent (8-10) I don't know



Ottawa Municipal Elections

41%

2%

6%

16%

32%

Don't know / Other issues

Poverty and homelessness

Lansdowne Park
development

Taxes

Light Rail / Public Transit

Top issues facing City Council 

 Part-time workers and younger Ottawans more likely to be concerned about public transit.

In your opinion, what is the top issue facing the Ottawa City Council?

Base: n=600
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55%

39%

6%I don't know

The downtown tunnel is
essential for our over-

crowded capital and is a
smart investment at this time. 

The downtown tunnel would
be nice to have if we had the
money, but taxpayers can't

afford it and it isn't absolutely
necessary.

Tunnel Vision 

One component of Ottawa's proposed transit plan is a $735M downtown tunnel. 
Which of those statements best reflects your opinion?

Base: n=600
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43%

43%

14%I don't know

Keeping the existing
buildings there and

turning the rest of the site
into a park  

Moving ahead with the
Lansdowne Live proposal
for constructing a new

stadium and retail space

Lansdowne Live – split decision 

In June, city council will vote on a proposal to develop Lansdowne Park.
Which of these two options do you prefer?

Base: n=600



Ottawa Municipal Elections

63%

29%

8%I don't know

If the mayor had a council
that focused on tax fighting,

the necessary cuts to
spending could have been
made to stop tax increases

It was a naïve promise
without a real

understanding of the costs
of operating a city

Promising to cut taxes was naive 

TAXES: Mayor O'Brien was elected in the last election promising Zero Means Zero on city tax increases.
It was a promise which he could not keep. Which statement best reflects your opinion:

Base: n=600
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43%

28%

27%

2%I don't know

Neither statement

I would be willing to see a
significant cut in services in

order to hold the line on
city taxes.

The city must maintain its
current level of city
services, even if that

means some increases in
user fees or taxes.

Services must be maintained 

Which of the following statements most accurately reflects your view on city taxes today?

Base: n=600
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