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AA GGRREEAATTEERR PPRROOPPOORRTTIIOONN OOFF AALLBBEERRTTAANNSS

TTHHIINNKK CCHHAANNGGEESS TTOO TTHHEE WWAAYY HHEEAALLTTHH RREEGGIIOONNSS

AARREE GGOOVVEERRNNEEDD WWIILLLL HHAAVVEE AA PPOOSSIITTIIVVEE IIMMPPAACCTT

OONN TTHHEEIIRR HHEEAALLTTHHCCAARREE..

AA GGRREEAATTEERR PPRROOPPOORRTTIIOONN OOFF AALLBBEERRTTAANNSS

SSUUPPPPOORRTT TTHHEE CCHHAANNGGEESS IINNIITTIIAATTEEDD BBYY TTHHEE HHEEAALLTTHH AANNDD

WWEELLLLNNEESSSS MMIINNIISSTTEERR..

AA SSIIGGNNIIFFIICCAANNTT PPRROOPPOORRTTIIOONN OOFF AALLBBEERRTTAANNSS

RREEPPOORRTT TTHHAATT TTHHEEYY DDOONN’’TT HHAAVVEE EENNOOUUGGHH

IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN TTOO JJUUDDGGEE WWHHAATT IIMMPPAACCTT

TTHHEE CCHHAANNGGEE WWIILLLL HHAAVVEE,, OORR WWHHEETTHHEERR

TTHHEEYY SSUUPPPPOORRTT TTHHEE CCHHAANNGGEE OORR NNOOTT..

UNDER EMBARGO
RELEASE DAY AND TIME: June 3, 2008, 12:00 AM 
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Albertans’ perceptions on the change in healthcare governance

Using a telephone survey, 900 Albertans were asked what the impact will be of the new 
governing body created to oversee health care in Alberta.  While more Albertans think 
the changes will have a positive impact (35%) compared to a negative impact (22%), 
the results also indicate that there is a significant proportion of Albertans who answered 
“don’t know” (25%).  

The Alberta government recently 
announced that one provincial 

governing body, the Alberta Health 
Services Board, will be 

created to oversee health care in 
Alberta... 

In your opinion, what impact will 
this change have on healthcare for 

Albertans?

Albertans
n=900

(a)

Calgary
CMA

n=300
(b)

Edmonton
CMA

n=287
(c)

Other 
Regions
n=313

(d)

It will have a positive impact 35% 30% 36% 40% (b)
It will have no impact 18% 21% 18% 14%
It will have a negative impact 22% 24% 22% 21%
Don’t know 25% 25% 25% 26%

The letter next to the percentage point indicates a statistically significant difference with the percentage found in 
the column indicated by the letter (i.e. 40% is statistically different from 30%).

There is one significant difference in the data between Other Regions and Calgary, 
where there is a 10% difference in the proportion of people who believe there will be a 
positive impact from the change in governance.  This result is somewhat surprising 
given the anecdotal evidence and media reports that suggest rural regions are more 
concerned about the Board change since many are far removed geographically from the 
new Board, which will be based in Edmonton.

Other noteworthy significant differences are as follows:
 People aged 35-44 are more likely to expect a positive impact as a result of the 

change, with 41% expecting a positive impact, compared to only 28% of those 
in the 45-54 category.

 Younger Albertans, those who are 18-34 are more likely to say “don’t know”
(30%), if compared to those 55 years of age or older (21%).

 Those with a higher income ($75,000 or higher) are more likely to see a positive 
impact come out from this change in governance, compared to those with a 
lower income (less than $50,000).
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Albertans were also asked if they support the change initiated by the Health and 
Wellness Minister, the Honourable Ron Liepert.  Here too, a greater proportion of 
Albertans support the change in governance, but nearly one-third of Albertans reported 
they “don’t know.”

And do you support the change 
initiated by the Health and Wellness 

Minister, the Honourable Ron 
Liepert?

Albertans
n=900

(a)

Calgary
CMA

n=300
(b)

Edmonton
CMA

n=287
(c)

Other 
Regions
n=313

(d)
Yes 44% 37% 44% 51% (b)
No 27% 31% 24% 25%
Don’t know 29% 32% 32% 24%

The letter next to the percentage point indicates a statistically significant difference with the percentage found in 
the column indicated by the letter (i.e. 51% is statistically different from 37%).

As with the impact question, younger respondents are more likely to answer “don’t 
know”, while those in higher income brackets are and those from Other Regions are 
more like to support the new governance model.

Methodology:

This Leger Marketing opinion poll was conducted by telephone among 900 randomly 
selected Albertans aged 18 and over, from May 16 to 22, 2008.  The sampling margin 
of error for a sample of this size is ± 3.3%, 19 times out of 20 of what they would have 
been had the entire adult Alberta population been polled.  The margin of error for the 
urban centres is ± 5.7%, while the one for Other Regions is ± 5.5%.

For more information, please contact:
Marc S. Tremblay
Vice President, Alberta
Tel: 403-265-8700
Cell: 403-606-9693
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